New Media and Journalism
New forms of journalism:

· Blogging, MySpace, Twitter, Facebook, YouTube, etc.

What do new forms of media mean in the broader scope of journalism? 

All of these share a common bond of easy accessibility, easy-to-use functions, and ability to reach wider audiences and develop a following. In addition, they promote the idea of citizen journalism.  However the ability of traditional and new media to coexist with each other still poses problems.
1. New Media making Inroads in Traditional Journalism

Though traditional journalism (newspapers, magazines, television news) are held up as the standard of journalism, they are slowly giving way or integrating their approached to new media. For example, many newscasts look to public profile accounts like Facebook for pictures of a crime victim. Also, online newspapers provide a comments section at the bottom of each article where readers can openly share their views.
In addition, videos uploaded on video-sharing sites like YouTube provide a source of footage that traditional media would otherwise not have access to. For example, the recent street protests in Iran after the election were primarily captured by protesters themselves and uploaded on to YouTube. Please click on this like to check out footage (http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/8106507.stm). In this example, we can see an explicit clash between traditional and new media. At the bottom of the page, the news agency makes it a point to state that they “cannot verify the authenticity of the videos.” As YouTube footage is not captured by professional journalists, its authenticity constantly comes into question. Many news agencies offer viewers the ability to upload their own footage of news events (CityTV, CTV, The Weather Network, etc.). 
2. Who’s Journalism?

The idea of citizen journalism brings into question ‘whose journalism’? Blogging, Twittering, and other social sites offer a platform for amateur journalists to contribute to the expanding media market and develop followings/fan-bases of their own. One of the major news-blog sites is http://www.huffingtonpost.com/. Founded by Arianna Huffington and Kenneth Lerer, the site aims provide comprehensive news scoops, links to prominent news stories, and provides a liberal counterpoint to the conservative Drudge Report (www.drudgereport.com). By combining news and commentary, and well as establishing itself as an online community, the Huffington Post has gained a niche in new media journalism. In addition, founder Arianna Huffington has been featured as a guest on CNN, and the site is often featured on television media stories reporting on blogs. 
3. Benefits versus Short-comings

The benefit of online citizen journalism means that there is an active outside voice apart from traditional media sources. Citizen journalists are not accountable to large media conglomerates, superiors, or bound by journalistic rules. They are free (and I use this term loosely) to report on global issues using their own style, sources, and initiatives. With that being said, this freedom poses several disadvantages to citizen journalism. For one, there is no concept of journalist integrity. Schooled journalists learn early on that sources must be checked and doubled checked, they must be careful not to make false claims or report false facts, they must analyze data critically, and must ask the awkward questions and ‘dig’ for their stories. In essence, schooled journalists have been trained to develop a sort of internal and external accountability. That is not to say that citizen journalists do not possess the same sort of accountability, but rather there is a fine line in what the audience must digest. 
As mentioned before, traditional media is evolving to include new forms of media as a method of reaching out to a wider audience. For example, newspaper columnists now host regularly updated blogs apart from their weekly/daily columns in traditional print media. However, the question of the two forms of media clashing over journalistic integrity is still a hotly debated issue. For example, Toronto Star reporter Antonia Zerbisias's Broadsides blog recently experienced controversy concerning a post she had made. In an opinion piece written by TorStar Public Editor Kathy English, Zerbisias’s comments on her blog were question and her journalistic integrity compromised. English pointed out that “this incident underscores the pressing need for clear "rules of engagement" for Star journalists using social media tools such as blogs and Twitter, where a no-holds-barred style of "new journalism" is emerging. I understand these digital tools offer new ways of communicating with readers. But I think maintaining the Star's credibility in this new media world demands that fair play, common sense and good journalistic judgment must matter as much in the Star's digital spaces as its printed pages.” Here is the link to English’s actual article http://www.thestar.com/comment/columnists/article/664412. 

This case brings to light the delicate balance between traditional and new media reporting. Though the rules of new media have yet to be written (or perhaps are better left unwritten), there is still a sense that a traditional notion of journalistic integrity must exist. 
